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AS GRACE PREPARES TO DI E
| NT. HOUSE. DAY

RI CHARD STONE sits in his rented | ounge roomin M chigan
next to a nedical bed where his wife CLAIRE lies dying. The
beepi ng of her nonitors rings out as the sun begins to rise
and the red ash falling can be clearly seen.

CLAI RE
(Labor ed Breat hi ng)

It's beautiful R chard, what is it?

Rl CHARD
" mnot sure yet, In all ny years
expl oring meteor showers |’ve never
experienced anything |ike those we
saw | ast night. The neteors seened
structured to ne. Just rest ny
darling...you re exhaust ed.

CLAI RE
It was worth it, | got to see
somet hing magi cal with you. It’'s a
sign from God maybe.

Claire closes her eyes and fades in and out of sleep.

Ri chards conputer begins to beep out a Skype tone he gets up
fromher side to answer it. MATTHEW STYLES his col | eague
fromPine Gap in Australia is on the other end on a video
cal | .

MATTHEW
Ri chard, having fun up there
hear .

Rl CHARD

Never seen anything like it,
what’s it |ike down there?

MATTHEW
Not even a faint glowin the
di stance. Conpletely isolated to
t he Northern Hem sphere from what
we can work out so far. Wiat do you
think it is? We can’'t find any
nmeteors on the space watch that
were even close to Earth 11 hours
ago.

Ri chard pauses before answering | ooking back towards his
wife as her nonitors beep irregularly for a nonent.
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Rl CHARD
| don’t know yet Mat, it feels
really off to ne.

Ri chard stands up fromhis conputer and wal ks over to Claire
and checks her nonitor while placing his hand on her face.
Matt hew i s wat ching himthrough his conputer.

MATTHEW
How...is she?

Ri chard | ooks down to see that Claire has fallen asleep. He
ki sses her on the cheek and wal ks back to the conputer.

Rl CHARD
The treatment didn’t work, the
cancer is too aggressive. There is
not hi ng nore we can do.

Ri chard pauses as if reflecting, then he continues talking

Rl CHARD ( CON' T)
| brought her bed out here so she
could see the neteors with ne. |
haven’t been outside yet to have a
| ook at this ash that’s falling.
need to keep her quarantined for
the nonent from any outside
exposures. Her immune systemis
conpl etely shot.

MATTHEW
Richard...l’mso sorry..

Rl CHARD
It’s OK Matthew. At |east...she got
to see this.

Ri chard takes a deep breath
Now, what do you know about these
nmeteors so far except that there
shoul dn’t have been any? Is there
any word fromthe sub stations?

MATTHEW
Not a word. We have tried to get in
contact with the Russian station
and the one in Scotland, | guess
everyone i s out gathering sanples,
or |l ooking at the sky.

Ri chard picks up his conputer and turns it toward the w ndow

placing it so Matthew can see the Ash that is now gl ow ng
bright red behind the sun rise.
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Rl CHARD
There is something wong with this
whol e scene Mat. The neteors were
structured not random They noved
alnmost as if in teans, | sent
t hrough sone data | tried to record
as it was happening, a timed
spreadsheet and sone vi sual inmages
taken frominside this room.. This
ash, it feels like it’s been
seeded.

Matt hew checks his email and pulls up the sent data while
keeping a visual on the live footage fromRi chard on the
screen.

MATTHEW
It’s very thick, whatever it is.
Where is it sitting in the sky?

He wat ches Richard wal k over to the wi ndows and | ook up.

Rl CHARD
It’s not space dust falling from
the outer stratosphere, this is
wel |l and truly enbedded in our
at nrosphere. The sky is conpletely
covered like a clouded red mst...

Mat t hews phones begin to ring. Richard |istens to the one
si ded conversati on.

MATTHEW
Jordie, whats it like...calm
down. .. How many? Are you sure it’s
the dust?...Hang on a mnute | have
Ri chard on Skype, |’m going to put
you on Speaker phone.

Mat t hew noves his nobil e phone over towards his conputer

MATTHEW
Ri chard, are you still here?

RI CHARD
Yep |’ m here.

MATTHEW

K Joride, tell Richard what you
just told me.
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JORDIE (V.0O)
Richard, the ash, | think it’s
infected with sonmething. A virus,
or sone kind of hallucinogenic. You
have to get nme out of here.

Jordie sounds as if he is sobbing in the background. He is
frantic and terrified.

Rl CHARD
Jordie... get yourself together
son. What are the synptons? Wat
did you see?

JORDIE (V.Q)
The team went out to get sanples of
the dust, | stayed in here to man
t he phones, | watched as they al
started dancing and | aughi ng
t hrough the gl ass wi ndows, they hit
a euphoric point for about five
m nutes, |ike they were on sone
kind of drug then the whites of
their eyes turn red as if their
brain was about to expl ode, and
then they turned into rabid animals
and attacked everyone in sight. |
| ocked the doors and put the
station into enmergency shut down.
Everyone here at the Russian
station is dead, they tore each
ot her apart...David...and Eshra..
are both dead.

Jordi e again begins to sob again...he gathers hinself
t oget her enough to continue tal ki ng.

JORDIE (CON'T) (V.O
What ever you do... don’t
touch or breathe this stuff. | get
the feeling it’s no accident...Wat
do | do boss? I don’t know what to
do.

Rl CHARD
Jordie cal mdown, we will get help
to you. Just stay out of sight and
near the phones, we will keep in
contact with you until we find you
a way out. |If you have any vi sual
data, send it through to Mat, he
needs as nmuch information as he can
get right now You did the right
t hi ng Jordi e.
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MATTHEW
You need to get out of there too
Ri chard. W need you back here.

Rl CHARD
| can’t...l can’'t nove Claire, not
until....

Ri chard pauses as he | ooks over towards his sl eeping wfe.

RI CHARD (CON T)
Mat t hew, you say there is no trace
of this at all in the Southern
Hem spher e?

MATTHEW
Not yet.. Why? What are you
t hi nki ng.

Rl CHARD
You need to assune that the
Nort hern Hem sphere is fully
conprom sed. W don’t know what
we're dealing with. It’s tinme to
arm our defenses and at the very
| east, you have a head start on
guar anti ne.

Ri chard begins typing up an official Government docunent on
his conputer and sends it through to Matthew.

RI CHARD (CON T)
| have sent you an Authorization
with full clearance fromne, you
have full control use this as
aggressively as you need. Get hold
of the Governnent, put Pine Gap
into |l ock down, get a Marshal Law
in place just in case this stuff
spreads down there. Protect our
country first, that’s what we do.
Then try to get in contact with the
rest of our crew up here. Find out
who is alive....Then organise a
rescue team but Mat, only if it’s
safe to attenpt it.

The conputer still running, Mtthew watches as Richard gets
out the gaffer tape and starts sealing up the doors and

wi ndows. Qut on the street a shape fornms in the dust, a girl
child with red eyes | ooks at Richard and snarls as if she is
about to attack through the glass. Suddenly soneone grabs
the child and throws her violently to the ground tearing at
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the side of her face with their teeth. Richard slowy backs
away fromthe wi ndow trying not to gain attention.

Mat t hew has seen the whole thing through the conputer cam

MATTHEW
Oh ny Cod.
Rl CHARD
(Quietly)
Matthew... protocol... now. You

know what to do.

Ri chard breaks the conmmuni cati on and shuts down his
conputer. He carefully closes the blinds and wal ks over to
Claire and turns down the volune on her nonitors and takes
her hand gently.

MATTHEW CALLS | N THE ARW
| NT. OFFI CE. NI GHT
Matt hew presses the intercomin his office.

MATTHEW
Cassandra, get ne the Head of
Def ense on the phone. Get ne the
Prime Mnister.. Get nme everyone!

CASSANDRA - (V. Q)
But Sir, it’s nearly 10 pm

MATTHEW
Now. . . Cassandra! No questions. Onh
and | need you to capture the
footage fromthe Skype conversation
| just had with Richard and save it
onto the main frane. Call all off

duty staff back here now, | need a
full nedia rel ease prepared in the
next hour.

CASSANDRA - (V. Q)
Skype calls aren’t automatically
recorded Sir.

MATTHEW
This is Pine Gap Cassie..
everything is recorded.



